New Year with the New Testament 
Horizon U – New Testament Survey 
Week 2 
· What is a Gospel?

· Gospel: This term is related to ‘good news’ in a military sense, victory.  This word appears often in the book of Mark.  It refers to the whole story of Jesus.  Some would say that it is referring to “an agreed upon core.”  
· “The author of a Gospel is called an evangelist, which means a proclaimer of good news, here in written form.” – Gundry, 150

· Who are the most likely candidates to have written a Gospel?

· Jesus

· Was Jesus literate?

· He read from the prophet Isaiah, He wrote in the sand.

· He didn’t write a letter but what did He do?

· He chose his disciples and groomed them.  They would be His method of transmission.  Today, we are His method of transmission, Ambassadors of the Gospel, the Good News.

· Peter

· He was the lead disciple.

· “The Gospel of Peter”

· 200AD…​​​​​
· Perpetual Virginity of Mary

· Or Perhaps Mark and Peter partnered together… 

· Dating the Synoptics

· Which Gospel was written first?

· (Handout) - Relationship between the Gospels 
· Mark, Matthew, Luke

· Online Harmony

· https://www.blueletterbible.org/study/harmony/index.cfm
The Gospel of Mark

Authorship

· Is it really Mark’s gospel?!  
· Eusebius (Roman Historian) wrote “A History” and he tells us that Papius in 110 wrote, “John Mark is the Hermeneutes (interpreter) of Peter.”  
· “Mark wrote down the reminiscences (memories) of Peter” – Gundry, 150
· Who was Mark?
· Mark the Evangelist – “Author of the Gospel of Mark”

· John Mark – Named in “Acts of the Apostles”

· Assistant to Paul and Barnabas

· Was Mark one of the 12 Disciples?
· No.  (See Disciple Handout)

· Was Mark an Eye Witness?

· Read Mark 14:51-52

· Likely Peter began to lose his eyesight and John Mark wrote for him.  When peter is executed, John Mark takes up the task to write down what he remembered Peter saying.  
· In other words, “Marks Gospel is Peter’s memories of Jesus.” But other writings suggest that Mark wrote it while Peter was still alive.  But perhaps that was just a 1st edition.  

Themes

· Mark is the shortest of the four Gospels
· I recommend New Believers start with the book of Mark
· Mark is an Apologetic. 
· “Mark’s Gospel was written with the purpose of counteracting the shame of the cross.  As an apology Mark is designed to convert non-Christians despite the shameful way he died.” – Gundry, 152

· Audience

· Mark wrote to Gentiles

· Audience drives content!
· Mark doesn’t begin with a genealogy.

· Fewer OT quotations

· One of Mark’s major themes is suffering.  
· Christians should expect to suffer because Christ suffered.  Additionally, Jesus was the Messiah because he suffered! 

· Isaiah’s Suffering Servant (Isaiah 53)

· Summary:  Jesus as Servant

· Marks Gospel is one of action.
· Mark frequently uses the work immediately.  (See handout)
· Mark makes Jesus busy and uses this a form of this word over 40 times.  The Jesus of Mark is a strong person in the sense of having a clear purpose.  
· Quick-moving narrative.
· Another characteristic is that Mark uses the phrase, “It is necessary…”
· Vivid:  Marks Gospel is an eye-witness account.  The demonic account (Mark 5), the rich young ruler.  

· Mark has unique little features that make his gospel a more vivid, more eye-witness in nature.
· The Christ:  Like the term Israel which expanded over time from one person to a whole nation, the term Messiah narrows over time, from a figure to The Christ.  In Mark 14:62 Jesus is very straight forward about claiming his divinity with this title.

The Gospel of Matthew

· Authorship
· Who was Matthew?
· The Tax Collector.  Matthew 9:9, “As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.”

· Matthew the Apostle - one of the 12

· Levi.  Matthew is also called Levi, the son of Alphaeus, by Luke and Mark (Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27).

· It is likely that Matthew (meaning “gift of God”) was the name Jesus gave to Levi after his conversion.
· Literary Distinctives 

· 90% of Mark is in Matthew.  

· Matthew was writing to a Jewish audience.  (Audience Drives Content)

· The intro Genealogy like OT.  Some figures in the genealogy points to Messianic coming.  The genealogy introduces Jesus as the “son of Abraham” and the “son of David,” meaning he is in the lineage of two of the most significant figures in biblical history.

· Fulfillment Theology.  
· Matthew quotes the OT more than the other 3 gospels combined.  
· He quotes the OT 41 times.  37 times of the 41 he uses the formula, “In order that it might be fulfilled.”  He finds Messianic Prophecy in places that it was never associated before.  

· Matthew uses OT parallelism.  
· Matthew divides his gospel into 5 sections (1:1, 7:28, 11:1, 13:53, 19:1).  Why?  
· The Pentateuch!  
· Matthew parallels Jesus with Moses.  
· Read Matthew 5:1
· Read Luke 6:17

· Summary:  Jesus as King

· Matthew collects material into like categories.  Luke gives us a more accurate, or Rankean (historian who said, “Just the facts”), account.  
· The reason Matthew was first in the Gospels is because it was originally used for teaching, as the first catechism of the early church.

· Matthew seeks to display Jesus as, “In command of every situation.”

· Themes of Matthew

· Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s intention (more than just the fulfillment of prophecy).  For Matthew Jesus is the supreme event in Hebrew history and therefore all history.  God the Father appears throughout Jesus’ ministry.  

· Jesus is the savior of the whole world not just the Jewish people; yet this is a lesson for the Jews too.  
· He does this through adding bookends to his book, The “Emmanuel” in the beginning and The Great Commission in the End.  
· “God with us” becomes “I will be with you always.”

· He also writes some powerful interruptions from non-Jews.  

· Jesus as Teacher, Preacher, Healer.  

· Discipleship, a theme that goes along with teaching.  Jesus exposed his followers to a way of thinking and a way of living.  
· The Great Commission
· Matthew and the NT Church never called it “Great” we call it Great

· Four Commissions in scripture (See Handout)
The Gospel of Luke

· Authorship
· Who was Luke?

· Read Luke 1:3 & Acts 1:1
· Luke dedicates his two-volume work to Theophilus.

· In Greek means means “lover(s) of God.”  

· Paul’s Lawyer.

· Legal language.

· Phrasing, “Carefully investigated”, “eye witness account”

· Paul (in Acts) and Jesus (in Luke) declared innocent 3 times.

· A cipher for an individual (a wife of an emperor).

· A general phrase for all believers.  

· Bottom-line, we don’t know.

· Doctor Luke. Paul in Colossians calls Luke a doctor.

· Of all the gospels, Luke provides the most detail of the birth of Christ.  Doctor’s eye for detail throughout his Gospel.
· Luke the Historian.  Luke wrote history the same way Josephus did, using a lot of eye-witness accounts and interviews. 

· Luke the Gentile?

· The only non-Jewish NT author.  His Greek is more natural than other NT authors.  

· Or possibly a Hellenized Jew
· Literary Distinctives 
· Luke is the longest gospel.  If you add up the verses he actually wrote more than Paul!  Some theologians say he outlines, “The Whole Plan of God.”  
· Emphasis on the Holy Spirit.  

· Matthew 5x, Mark 4x, John 5x, Luke 13x

· One of the goals of Acts is to state the same Spirit that was on Jesus is now at work in the early church.

· Luke as Roman Drama

· The end of the drama is already set, yet we have freewill to sway the scenes.  

· The plot is God’s Salvation for the whole world and for Israel.
· Themes of Luke

· Jesus is the Savior or the Whole World (Luke’s audience).  Perhaps the most important theme.  
· The Millennial’s Gospel

· Luke takes his genealogy all the way to Adam.  Emphasizing God’s plan is for all of mankind. 

· Luke differentiates specifically, race, class, gender, claiming salvation for all.  
· Luke uses “The Son of God” as a human title that demonstrates inclusivity.  
· Luke records Simeon saying, “This is the light for all nations, a light of revelation for the Gentiles.”  
· Luke 4:16-30 not only claims Christ as Messiah, but also shows that Christ was the Savior for the whole world.  
· 72 Disciples not just 12 (Luke 10)

· The Good Samaritan parable is only in Luke.

· Luke challenges the status quo of Race/Class/Gender.  
· Matthew says, “Blessed are the poor in Spirit.”  Luke says, “Blessed are the poor.”  
· Luke 8 the story of the rich synagogue ruler, Jaius.  Luke loves to tell stories like this one, stories that disturb the social balance of society.

· Luke 15, the parable of the lost coin.  Don’t miss the important but subtle fact that in this parable the role of God is played by a woman!
· The thief on the cross.

· Luke’s Summary: Jesus as Man

The Acts of The Spirit
· The Acts of The Apostles / Gundry: The Acts of the Spirit
· Originally the book of Acts was viewed as the 2nd volume of Luke and had no title of its own.  
· Acts marks a new era of spiritual agency:

· Old Testament - God the Father is the active agent

· The Gospels - God the Son (Jesus) is the active agent. 

· Acts (and following) - God the Holy Spirit is the active agent.

· Closest resemblance to “History” in the NT, History of Early Church

· Ends Abruptly

· No conclusion to Paul’s imprisonment.

· 3rd volume?

· Martyr by implication.

· Written while Paul was awaiting trial.

· “Theologically, the abruptness with which Acts ends suggests the unfinished task of worldwide evangelism.” – Gundry

· Acts 29 Ministry

Themes of Acts

· Many characteristics of the book of Luke carry over into the book of Acts.

· Emphasis on the Holy Spirit 

· Just like the book of Luke, emphasis on the Holy Spirit (43x!)

· Emphasis on a Global Audience

· Shaking the status quo

· Primarily a Gentile audience.  

· New Themes

· An argument that Christianity deserves continued freedom because of it derives from Judaism, which has legal standing.

· Violence was always shown from mobs and false accusations while Pilate and Herod pronounce innocence several times.

· Outline of Acts

· The Early Church 

· Ch. 1-8 
The Acts of the Spirit inside Jerusalem
· Ch. 8-12 
The Acts of the Spirit outside Jerusalem

· Paul and the Early Church 

· Ch. 13-15
Paul’s 1st Missionary Journey
· Ch. 15-18 
Paul’s 2nd Missionary Journey

· Ch. 18-21
Paul’s 3rd Missionary Journey

· Ch. 21-23
Paul in Jerusalem

· Ch. 24-26
Paul in Caesarea (Initial Trial and Hearing)

· Ch. 27-28
Paul’s Journey to Rome

· Ch. 29-31
Paul’s House Arrest

· Paul’s Missionary Journeys (see handout)

Key Passages

· Pentecost

· Read Acts 2:3

· The Formation of the First Church

· Acts 2:42-47

· The First Martyr 

· Read Acts 7:55-56
